
covering america
A Narrative History of a Nation’s Journalism

★   ★   ★

Christopher B. Daly
today many believe that 
American journalism is in crisis, 
with traditional sources of news 
under siege from a failing business 
model, a resurgence of partisan-
ship, and a growing expectation 
that all information ought to  
be free. In Covering America,  
Christopher B. Daly places the 
current crisis within a much 
broader historical context,  
showing how it is only the latest 
in a series of transitions that  
have required journalists to  
devise new ways of plying their 
trade.

Drawing on original research 
and synthesizing the latest schol-
arship, Daly traces the evolution 

of journalism in America from 
the early 1700s to the “digital 
revolution” of today. Analyzing 
the news business as a business, 
he identifies five major periods of 
journalism history, each marked 
by a different response to the re-
current conflicts that arise when a 
vital cultural institution is housed 
in a major private industry.

Throughout his narrative  
history Daly captures the ethos  
of journalism with engaging  
anecdotes, biographical portraits 
of key figures, and illuminat-
ing accounts of the coverage of 
major news events as well as the 
mundane realities of day-to-day 
reporting.

A veteran journalist, ChrIsTopher B. DAly teaches journalism and history at Boston University. he is 
coauthor of Like a Family: The Making of a Southern Cotton Mill World, which won the Albert J. Beveridge Award 
of the American historical Association and the Merle Curti Award of the organization of American historians.
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“A comprehensive, fresh telling of an important dimension of American history. Covering America adds shape and new 
understanding to the intriguing stories many of us know as myths of origin, from Ben Franklin’s escape from printer’s 
devil servitude to biographies of such greats as David Halberstam and H. L. Mencken. Daly is skeptical enough to dig 
into the facts behind the legends, but happily he is not on a debunking crusade. His obvious faith in journalism as an 
honorable estate (as Louis Rubin calls it) and learned profession (as Robert E. Lee tried to envision it) comes through.” 
—Douglas Cumming, author of The Southern Press: Literary Legacies and the Challenge of Modernity

“This is grand narrative as it should be—deftly balancing nuanced and consequential portraits of individual characters 
(Mencken, Luce, Hearst, Winchell, Lippmann) with compelling accounts of the big developments. . . . I learned much 
from it and I truly enjoyed it.”—Bruce Schulman, author of The Seventies: The Great Shift in American Culture, 
Politics, and Society
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